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Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications, and other information of which they 
are aware, which they believe may be material, as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56(b), to the 
examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56(a). While information referred to in this Information 
Disclosure Statement may be material pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), constitute 
an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to is, or is considered 
to be, material to the patentability of this invention. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(g), the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has 
been made or that no other material information exists. 
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El (a) This information Disclosure Statement is filed within the period set forth in 

§ 1.97(b) because it accompanies the new patent application submitted herewith, is 
filed within three months of the filing date of a national application or within three 
months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in §1 .491 in an 
international application. Or is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. However, in the event that 
the first office action has been mailed, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7(p) or credit any overpayment to Account No. 50-0935. 

□ This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

1.97(b), but is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a final action under 
§1.311, whichever occurs first. 

□ ( 1 ) The undersigned attorney certifies that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement; 

□ (2) The undersigned attorney certifies that no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned attorney after making 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in § 1 .56 (c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this statement; or 

□ (3) This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by a transmittal 
letter in which payment of the fee set forth in §1.17(p) and required by 37 
C.F.R. 1.97 (c) is authorized. 



U.S. Patents 

1. U.S. Patent No. 4,448,683, issued May 15, 1984, entitled "Paper Webs Having High Bulk 
and Absorbency and Process and Apparatus for Producing the Same", of Klowak; 

2. U.S. Patent No. 4,482,429, issued November 13, 1984, entitled "Paper Webs Having 
High Bulk and Absorbency and Process and Apparatus for Producing the Same", of 
Klowak; 

3. U.S. Patent 4,551,1 19, issued November 5, 1985, entitled "Apparatus and Process for 
Treating Web Material", of Weldon\ 

4. U.S. Patent 4,552,709, issued November 12, 1985, entitled "Process for High-Speed 
Production of Webs of Debossed and Perforated Thermoplastic Film", of Koger, II et aL\ 

5. U.S. Patent No. 4,556,450, issued December 3, 1985, entitled "Method of an Apparatus 
for Removing Liquid for Webs of Porous Material", of Chuang et ah ; 

6. U.S. Patent No. 4,614,679, issued September 30, 1986, entitled "Disposable Absorbent 
Mat Structure for Removal and Retention of Wet and Dry Soil", of Farrington, Jr. et al \ 

7. U.S. Patent No. 4,689,1 19, issued August 25, 1987, entitled "Apparatus for Treating Web 
Material", of Weldon; 

8. U.S. Patent No. 4,795,530, issued January 3, 1989, entitled "Process for Making Soft, 
Strong Cellulosic Sheet and Products Made Thereby", of Soerens et al.\ 

9. U.S. Patent No. 4,834,838, issue dMay 30, 1989, entitled "Fibrous Tape Base Material", 
of Klowak\ 

10. U.S. Patent No. 4,849,054, issued July 18, 1989, entitled "High Bulk, Embossed Fiber 
Sheet Material and Apparatus and Method of Manufacturing the Same:, of Klowak; 

1 1 . U.S. Patent No. 4,942,077, issued July 1 7, 1 990, entitled "Tissue Webs Having a Regular 
Pattern of Densified Areas", of Wendt et al.\ 

12. U.S. Patent No. 5,129,988, issued July 14, 1992, entitled "Extended Flexible Headbox 
Slice With Parallel Flexible Lip Extensions and Extended Internal Dividers", of 
Farrington, Jr. et aL\ 

13. U.S. Patent 5,336,373, issued August 9, 1994, entitled "Method for Making a Strong, 
Bulky, Absorbent Paper Sheet Using Restrained Can Drying", of Scattolino et aL\ 

14. U.S. Patent No. 5,348,620, issued September 20, 1994, entitled "Method of Treating 
Papermaking Fibers for Making Tissue", of Hermans et ah\ 
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15. U.S. Patent No. 5,366,785, issued November 22, 1994, entitled "Cellulosic Fibrous 
Structures Having Pressure Differential Induced Protuberances and a Process of Making 
Such Cellulosic Fibrous Structures", of Sawdai; 

16. U.S. Patent No. 5,41 1,636, issued May 2, 1995, entitled "Method for Increasing the 
Internal Bulk of Wet-Pressed Tissue", of Hermans et ah; 

17. U.S. Patent No. 5,492,598, issued February 20, 1996, entitled "Method for Increasing the 
Internal Bulk of Throughdried Tissue", of Hermans et ah; 

18. U.S. Patent No. 5,501,768, issued March 26, 1996, entitled "Method of Treating 
Papermaking Fibers for Making Tissue", of Hermans et ah ; 

19. U.S. Patent No. 5,505,818, issued April 9, 1996, entitled "Method for Increasing the 
Internal Bulk of Wet-Pressed Tissue", of Hermans et ah; 

20. U.S. Patent No. 5,510,001, issued April 23, 1996, entitled "Method for Increasing the 
Internal Bulk of Throughdried Tissue", of Hermans et ah; 

21. U.S. Patent No. 5,549,790, issued August 27, 1996, entitled "Multi-Reigon Paper 
Structures Having a Transition Region Interconnecting Relatively Thinner Regions 
Disposed at Different Elevations, and Apparatus and Process for Making the Same", of 
Van Phan; 

22. U.S. Patent No. 5,556,509, issued September 17, 1996, entitled "Paper Structures Having 
At Least Three Regions Including a Transition Region Interconnecting Relatively Thinner 
Regions Disposed at Different Elevations, and Apparatus and Process for Making the 
Same:, of Trokhan et ah; 

23. U.S. Patent No. 5,601,871, issued February 11, 1997, entitled "Soft Treated Uncreped 
Throughdried Tissue", of Krzysik et ah; 

24. U.S. Patent No. 5,609,725, issued March 11, 1997, entitled "Multi-Region Paper 
Structures Having a Transition Region Interconnecting Relatively Thinner Regions 
Disposed at Different Elevations, and Apparatus and Process for Making the Same", of 
Van Phan; 

25. U.S. Patent No. 5,614,293, issued March 25, 1997, entitled "Soft Treated Uncreped 
Throughdried Tissue", of Krzysik et ah; 

26. U.S. Patent No. 5,656,132, issued August 12, 1997, entitled "Soft Tissue", of Partington, 
Jr. et ah ; 

27. U.S. Patent No. 5,667,636, issued September 16, 1997, entitled "Method for Making 
Smooth Uncreped Throughdried Sheets", of Engel et ah; 
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28. U.S. Patent No. 5,674,590, issued October 7, 1997, entitled "High Water Absorbent 
Double-Recreped Fibrous Webs", of Anderson et al\ 

29. U.S. Patent No. 5,695,607, issued December 9, 1997, entitled "Soft-Single Ply Tissue 
Having Very Low Sidedness", of Oriaran et aL\ 

30. U.S. Patent No. 5,746,887, issued May 5, 1998, entitled "Method of Making Soft Tissue 
Products", of Wendt et al\ 

31. U.S. Patent No. 5,772,845, issued June 30, 1998, entitled "Soft Tissue", of Farrington, Jr. 
et al.\ 

32. U.S. Patent NO. 5,814,190, issued September 29, 1998, entitled "Method for Making 
Paper Web Having Both Bulk and Smoothness", of Van Phan; 

33. U.S. Patent No. 5,840,403, issued November 24, 1998, entitled "Multi-Elevational Tissue 
Paper Containing Selectively Disposed Chemical Papermaking Additive", of Trokhan et 
al.\ 

34. U.S. Patent No. 5,888,347, issued March 30, 1999, entitled "Method for Making Smooth 
Uncreped Throughdried Sheets", of Engel et al\ 

35. U.S. Patent No. 5,932,068, issued August 3, 1999, entitled "Soft Tissue" of Farrington, 
Jr. et aL \ 

36. U.S. Patent No. 6,017,417, issued January 25, 2000, entitled "Method of Making Soft 
Tissue Products", of Wendt et al\ 

37. U.S. Patent No. 6,080,279, issued June 27, 2000, entitled "Air Press for Dewatering a 
Wet Web", of Hadaet al\ 

38. U.S. Patent No. 6,083,346, issued July 4, 2000, entitled "Method of Dewatering Wet Web 
Using an Integrally Sealed Air Press", of Hermans et aL\ 

39. U.S. Patent No. 6,093,284, issued July 25, 2000, entitled "Air Press for Dewatering a Wet 
Web With Pivotable Arm Seal", of Hada et al\ 

40. U.S. Patent No. 6,096,169, issued August 1, 2000, entitled "Method for Making 
Cellulosic Web With Reduced Energy Input", of Hermans et al. \ 

41. U.S. Patent No. 6,1 17,525, issued September 12, 2000, entitled "Multi-Elevational Tissue 
Paper Containing Selectively Disposed Chemical Papermaking Additive", of Trokhan et 
al.\ 

42. U.S. Patent No. 6,136,146, issued October 24, 2000, entitled "Non-Through Air Dried 
Paper Web Having Different Basis Weights and Densities", of Van Phan et al.\ 
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43. U.S. Patent No. 6,139,686, issued October 31, 2000, entitled "Process and Apparatus for 
Making Foreshortened Cellulosic Structure", of Trokhan et al ; 

44. U.S. Patent No. 6,143,135, issued November 7, 2000, entitled "Air Press for Dewatering 
a Wet Web", of Hadaetal; 

45. U.S. Patent No. 6,149,767, issued November 21, 2000, entitled "Method for Making Soft 
Tissue", of Hermans et aL; 

46. U.S. Patent No. 6,149,769, issued November 21, 2000, entitled "Soft Tissue Having 
Temporary Wet Strength", of Mohammadi et al.; 

47. U.S. Patent No. 6,162,327, issued December 19, 2000, entitled "Multifunctional Tissue 
Paper Product", of Batra et al.; 

48. U.S. Patent No. 6,171,442, issued January 9, 2001, entitled "Soft Tissue", of Farrington 
Jr. et al; 

49. U.S. Patent No. 6,187,137, issued February 13, 2001, entitled "Method of Producing Low 
Density Resilient Webs", of Druecke et al; 

50. U.S. Patent No. 6,197,154, issued March 6, 2001, entitled "Low Density Resilient Webs 
and Methods of Making Such Webs", of Chen et al.\ 

51. U.S. Patent No. 6,210,528, issued April 3, 2001, entitled "Process of Making Web- 
Creped Imprinted Paper", of Wolkowicz; 

52. U.S. Patent No. 6,228,220, issued May 8, 2001, entitled "Air Press Method for 
Dewatering a Wet Web", of Hada et al; 

53. U.S. Patent No. 6,280,573, issued August 28, 2001, entitled "Leakage Control System for 
Treatment of Moving Webs", of Lindsay et al ; 

54. U.S. Patent No. 6,306,257, issued October 23, 2001, entitled "Air Press for Dewatering a 
Wet Web", of Hada et al; 

55. U.S. Patent No. 6,306,258, issued October 23, 2001, entitled "Air Press", of Lange et al; 

56. U.S. Patent No. 6,318,727, issued November 20, 2001, entitled "Apparatus for 
Maintaining a Fluid Seal With a Moving Substrate", of Hada; 

57. U.S. Patent No. 6,331,230, issued December 18, 2001, entitled "Method of Making Soft 
Tissue" of Hermans et al; 

58. U.S. Patent No. 6,420,013, issued July 16, 2002, entitled "Multiply Tissue Paper", of 
Vinson et al; 

59. U.S. Patent No. 6,436,234, issued August 20, 2002,entitled "Wet-Resilient Webs and 
Disposable Articles Made Therewith", of Chen et al; 
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60. U.S. Patent No. 6,447,641, issued September 10, 2002, entitled "Transfer System and 
Process for Making a Stretchable Fibrous Web and Article Produced Thereof, of 
Wolkowicz et al ; 

61. U.S. Patent No. 6,454,904, issued September 24, 2002, entitled "Method for Making 
Tissue Sheets on a Modified Conventional Crescent-Former Tissue Machine", of 
Hermans et al.; 

62. U.S. Patent No. 6,461,474, issued October 8, 2002, entitled "Process for Producing High- 
Bulk Tissue Webs Using Nonwoven Stubstrates", of Lindsay et al; 

63. U.S. Patent No. 6,464,829, issued October 15, 2002, entitled "Tissue With Surfaces 
Having Elevated Regions", of Chen et al; 

64. U.S. Patent No. 6,478,927, issued November 12, 2002, entitled "Method of Forming a 
Tissue with Surfaces Having Elevated Regions", of Chen et al.; 

65. U.S. Patent No. 6,497,789, issued December 24, 2002, entitled "Method of Making 
Tissue Sheets on a Modified Conventional Wet-Pressed Machine", of Hermans et al.; 

66. U.S. Patent No. 6,534,151, issued Marchl8, 2003, entitled "Creped Wiping Product 
Containing Binder Fibers", of Merker; 

67. U.S. Patent No. 6,551,461, issued April 22, 2003, entitled "Process for Making 
Throughdried Tissue Using Exhaust Gas Recovery", of Hermans et al; and 

68. U.S. Patent No. 6,579,418, issued June 17, 2003, entitled "Leakage Control System for 
Treatment of Moving Webs", of Lindsay et al; 

Publications 

1 . U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2002/01 34520 Al , published September 26, 
2002, entitled "Soft and Tough Paper Product With High Bulk", of Behnke et al\ 

2. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0000664 Al , published January 2, 2003, 
entitled "Process for Increasing the Softness of Base Webs and Products Made 
Therefrom", of Drew et al.; 

3. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0098134 Al, published May 29, 2003, 
entitled "Process and Apparatus for Producing a Fibrous Web", of Scherb et al.; 

4. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0 102098 Al, published June 5, 2003, 
entitled "Paper Webs Having a Watermark Pattern", of Allen et al ; 
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5. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/01 11195 Al, published June 19, 2003, 
entitled "Method and System for Manufacturing Tissue Products, and Products Produced 
Thereby", ofHu; 

6. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2003/0121626 Al, published July 3, 2003, 
entitled "Soft Crepe Paper Machine and Press Section Thereof, of Hultzcrantz; and 

7. United States Statutory Invention Registration No. HI 62, published August 5, 1997, 
entitled "Tissue Products Mad from Low-Coarseness Fibers", of Hermans et al. 

The significance of the enclosed references is discussed in the specification of the 
above-noted case, as filed. The following patents are particularly relevant to fabric creping: 



The following patents are particularly relevant to products with variable basis weight: 



Ferrells, PLLC 
P.O. Box 312 

Clifton, Virginia 20124-1706 
Telephone: 703-266-3000 
Facsimile: 703-266-6000 
February jtf, 2004 



4,551,199 to Weldon 
4,834,838 to Klowak 



4,942,077 to Wendt et al 
6,1 17,525 to Trokhan et al 
6,136,146 to Van Phan et al 

6,420,013 to Vinson et al 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael W. Ferrell 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 31,158 
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